Snow Much Fun Coed Softball Tournament Rules

*Players must be at least 18 years of age OR 15 years of age with signed parental consent.
*Games are 6 innings.
*Please be ready to play 20 minutes prior to your game time.  We will be battling daylight at the end of the day on Saturday and if the possibility of getting ahead of schedule occurs it will only help ensure the 3PM games get completed with no daylight issues.
*Traffic cones will be used to designate bases, pitching area, and foul lines.
*We will use 12" yellow softballs for both men and women. 
*Mercy rule is 15 after 4 innings and 12 after 5 innings.
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Teams may have two home runs over the fence in games played on the football field.  More than that is an automatic out.
*You cannot bat more than two players of the same sex in a row, this includes rolling from the bottom to top of your line up.
*This is a one-pitch tournament with no foul to waste.
*Teams pitch to their own players. You can select anybody to pitch to your team, including players from other teams that are just standing around.  Just be aware when selecting your pitcher(s) you have to swing at everything.
*Batters must swing at everything, there are no walks.
*No bunting.   If a batter bunts, they are out.
*Wood bats only.  Bats are provided and the only ones that can be used.
*Teams may use courtesy runners for injured players AND for their pitchers.  The last out of the same sex would be the courtesy runner.  The idea is not to simply replace slower runners with faster runners, it's to avoid a serious injury concern.  Please declare players wanting a courtesy runner before the game.  Anyone reaching base that is pitching or needs to pitch may have a courtesy runner, again it's the last out of the same sex.
*10 person line-up consisting of at least 4 for players of each sex.  No EH’s!
*If a team plays short a female, they have an automatic out in their place in the line up.  If they are short a male, there is no automatic out in the line up.
*Teams in the field have a fielder in the pitching area.
*When pitching to your own players you do not field any balls.
*If a pitcher catches a line drive in the act of protecting him/herself the batter is out and the ball is dead.  Runners cannot advance and cannot be doubled off in this instance.
*Teams will play at full strength for the first inning of extra innings.  In the 2nd inning of extra innings teams will remove two men from the field.  All subsequent extra innings will involve teams removing one male and one female. All batters will remain in the line up, the players removed are only removed from the field.  Once a player is removed from the field in extra innings they may NOT reenter for defensive purposes.  If a team borrows players, those players must be the first of their sex removed.
*Players needing courtesy runners for injury purposes must be the first players removed (other than borrowed players) under the extra innings rules format.   If you are healthy enough to play in the field when your team starts removing players then you don't need a courtesy runner.   This rule is to help enforce people aren't using courtesy runners simply to have faster runners pinch run, that is not the purpose of the courtesy runner.
*Standard re-entry rule is in place.
*Teams may borrow up to two players (but not two men) from other teams for their games if they are shorthanded.   While the hope is all teams will bring enough players for their team, this is a charity event and we do not want to lose entry fees because teams are short of players.  
*Teams must use their own players before picking up from other teams. This includes anyone that has signed your roster, if someone signs your roster it includes intent to play, they shouldn't be signing the roster as fans hoping to get prizes at the end of the tournament. THE IDEA IS NOT TO LOAD UP RINGERS FROM OTHER TEAMS TO MAKE YOUR TEAM STRONGER!
*If a game goes extra innings, the borrowed players must be the first of their sex removed accordingly from the field following our extra inning guidelines.  So we are clear teams may borrow a guy or a girl, or two girls or a guy and a girl.......under no circumstances can they borrow two guys for a game.
*If a team borrows one player, that player MUST catch and bat last.   If a team borrows two women, they must play catcher and 1st base and bat 9th & 10th; if they borrow a woman and a man the male must catch and the female play first base.......with the woman batting 9th and the male 10th.
*Metal spikes are not allowed, exceptions will not be made.
*These games are played on school grounds, therefore alcohol is prohibited.   Anyone seen with alcohol will be told to throw it away and is subject for removal from the property.   This is expected by the school board to be strongly enforced on our part and we must comply with it.
*Most games will not have umps, unless you find someone to ump your game the two teams will have to ump themselves.   We will make every attempt to have an umpire for the semifinals and finals.
*This is the ultimate charity event.  Have fun, relax, and make the weekend enjoyable for everyone.
*If you have any questions please feel free to ask Rick or Tiffany Currier. 
*Captains, please control your teams and make sure the reason the tournament is being played is understood.   We are helping abused children, no world series rings or major league contracts are on the line.  Let’s keep it fun and remember the tournaments purpose. 
*Thank you from the Currier family and the Prevent Child Abuse Organizations of Vermont & New Hampshire.
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